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Why  build  a  park? 

Just  four  years  after  the  Civil  War 
ended,  in  1869,  the  people  of  Boston 
asked  city  officials  to  build  a  park.  It 
took  14  years  before  the  land  for 
Franklin  Park  was  purchased  and  work 
on  it  could  begin.  During  those  years, 
the  need  for  a  large  park  close  to  the 
city  became  more  obvious. 

A  city  of  changes 

Boston  was  quickly  becoming  a 
crowded  city — the  Industrial 
Revolution  was  underway.  Many 
Americans  left  their  farms  to  work  in 
the  cities.  Immigrants  came  from 
Europe  by  the  thousands  to  work  in 
the  factories  that  were  being  built.  In  a 
short  time  the  population  of  Boston 
grew  from  20,000  people  to  over  half  a 
million. 

Many  people  had  to  live  and  work 
in  crowded  conditions.  Factory  workers 
in  1885,  when  Franklin  Park  was 
begun,  worked  12  hours  a  day,  6  days 
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Circuit  Drive  under  construction  in  1891. 

a  week,  often  in  noisy,  dirty  places. 
Cramped  apartment  buildings  and 
factories  were  built  where  there  once 
were  open  spaces. 

Where  could  people  go  to  breathe 
fresh  air  and  see  green  living  things? 
The  Boston  Public  Garden  and  the 
Boston  Common  were  the  only  two 
parks  in  the  city.  They  were  much  too 
small  for  all  the  people  who  wanted  to 
use  them. 

Boston  needed  a  park  that  everyone 
could  go  to  easily.  It  had  to  be  large 
enough  so  that  people  could  forget  the 
noises  of  the  factories  and  the  bustle  of 
the  city.  The  park  also  had  to  be  close 
to  public  transportation  so  that 
everyone  could  visit  it. 


Frederick  Law  Olmsted 

Other  cities  were  going  through 
rapid  changes.  In  New  York,  a  man 
named  Frederick  Law  Olmsted 
designed  a  large  park  in  the  center  of 
the  city,  called  Central  Park,  which 
thousands  of  people  visited  every  day. 
Central  Park  even  today  is  a  place  of 
sunshine  and  scenery — a  place  to 
escape  for  a  time  the  stress  of  city  life. 

Frederick  Law  Olmsted  was 
appointed  to  design  a  system  of  parks 
for  Boston  in  1879.  Franklin  Park  is 
one  of  these  parks.  Olmsted  took  great 
care  designing  Franklin  Park,  and 
today  it  is  considered  one  of  his  best. 

How  did  Olmsted  choose 
Franklin  Park? 

Franklin  Park  is  almost  4  miles 
from  the  Boston  Common.  To  many 
people,  it  seemed  too  far  away  from  the 
center  of  the  city.  Olmsted  knew  that 
Boston  would  continue  to  grow.  He 
also  knew  that  as  time  went  on  more 
public  transportation  would  be  built  to 
carry  people  to  Franklin  Park. 
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Frederick  Law  Olmsted  in  1893. 

The  land  Olmsted  chose  in 
Roxbury,  Dorchester  and  Jamaica  Plain 
was  mostly  farmland.  He  liked  the  view 
of  the  Blue  Hills,  and  the  meadows. 
Most  of  all,  he  thought  that  the 
scenery  was  typical  of  the  New 
England  countryside  of  that  time. 
When  the  park  was  built,  he  named 
many  sections  of  it  after  the  farms  and 
the  people  who  had  lived  on  them. 

How  Franklin  Park  was  built 

While  the  city  officials  worked  to 
buy  the  land  for  the  park,  Olmsted 
worked  on  its  design.  He  wanted  to 
keep  the  appearance  of  New  England 
scenery.  He  also  wanted  to  create  a 
park  in  which  people  could  easily  move 
around.  Paths  and  drives  became  a 


very  important  part  of  the  design.  In  a 
park,  he  thought,  people  should  be 
able  to  see  many  different  kinds  of 
country  scenery:  hills,  meadows,  and 
woods. 

Since  he  knew  more  houses  would 
be  built  near  the  park,  he  asked  that 
trees  be  planted  all  around  the  edges 
so  that  people  in  Franklin  Park 
wouldn't  notice  the  houses.  To  do  this, 
more  soil  had  to  be  brought  in  because 
the  soil  already  there  was  not  deep 
enough  to  support  healthy  trees.  Other 
areas  were  rocky,  and  many  tons  of 
rocks  were  removed.  Some  of  these 
were  used  to  build  the  bridges  and 
steps  in  Franklin  Park.  Work  was  done 
by  hand  since  bulldozers  and  cranes 
had  not  yet  been  invented. 


Franklin  Park  today 

Because  people  care  about  Franklin 
Park,  the  scenery  looks  very  much  like 
Olmsted  wanted  it  to.  Every  year  trees 
must  be  pruned,  dead  ones  removed, 
and  new  ones  planted.  The  grass  must 
be  mown,  and  the  paths  maintained. 


A  picnic  is  enjoyed  in  Franklin  P. 


As  you  follow  the  trail  inside,  look  for 

the  following:  A  marsh,  v^ 

a  meadow,  ///////    a  crag,   \ 

a  pond,  zzz   a  wood.  W? 

What  plants  and  animals  live  in  each 

of  these  areas? 


The  Scarborough  Carriage  Bridge  being  built  in  1893. 


TRAIL     THROUGH     FRANK 


PARK 


I  his  trail,  which  begins  near  the 
Community  Resource  Center,  is  about 
1V4  miles  long.  It  goes  through  a 
section  of  Franklin  Park  that  Frederick 
Law  Olmsted  called  the  Country  Park. 
Nn  buildings  were  supposed  to  be  built 
in  this  part  of  Franklin  Park:  he  wanted 
it  to  look  like  a  peaceful  country  scene. 

Before  you  begin  this  trail,  look 
carefully  at  this  map  to  figure  out 
where  you  are.  What  direction  is  north' 
south?  Are  you  standing  in  front  of  a 
particular  landmark? 
(Directions  to  Abbotts  Crag:  From  the 
Community  Resource  Center,  look 
south  to  the  Golf  Club  House.  The  crag 
is  about  300  feet  in  back  of  the  club 
house.) 

ABBOTT'S  CRAG 

■  A  crag  is  a  steep  rock  cliff. 

■  From  the  top  of  Abbott's  Crag. 
look  north.  Can  you  see  the  John 
Hancock  Tower  in  downtown  Boston? 

■  The  kind  of  rock  is  called 
puddingstone  because  it  is  a  mixture  of 
pebbles  and  gravel  and  is  found 
throughout  Dorchester  and  Roxbury. 

(Look  for  a  path  to  take  you  to  the 
bottom  of  the  cliff.  You  are  walking  to 
the  southeast.) 


■  Can  you  find  the  following  trees: 
a  white  oak,  a  bittemut  hickory?  Look 
for  acoms  and  hickory  nuts  on  the 
ground. 

I  Follow  the  path  to  just  before  Circuit 


THE  MARSH  AND  SPRING 

■  A  marsh  is  soft,  wet  land  The 
source  of  this  wet  land  is  an 
underground  spring. 

■  Can  you  find  cattails,  plants  that 
are  usually  found  in  marshes?  A  cattail 
is  a  tall,  grasslike  plant  with  a  fluffy 
brown  top  that  looks  like  a  cat's  tail. 

■  A  fountain  was  built  around  the 
spring  because  in  1906  the  people  of 
Boston  used  the  spring  as  a  source  of 
drinking  water.  At  the  time  Franklin 
Park  was  built,  most  houses  in  the 
neighborhood  did  not  have  i 
water. 

As  you  walk  along  Circuit  Drive, 
look  at  the  trees  to  your  left.  They  are 
red  oak  trees.  These  are  the  ones  that 
Olmsted  had  planted  to  screen  out  the 
city.  Do  you  feel  like  you  are  in  the 
city  or  trie  country?  Look  to  your  right. 
Where  have  you  seen  a  meadow  like 
this  before?  When  the  park  was  first 
built,  sheep  were  used  to  keep  the 
grass  cut  short. 


(Follow  Circuit  Drive  as  it  crosses  the 
bridge  over  Scarborough  Pond.  In  front 
of  vou  is  a  grove  of  heech  trees. ) 


SCARBOROUGH  POND 

■  Many  trees  grow  around  the  pond 
Look  for  these  in  particular:  European 
beech  and  American  beech.  How  are 
these  two  different'  (A  clue:  look  at  a 
leaf  from  each.)  How  are  they 
How  many  different  kinds  of  trees  can 
you  find?  Use  the  key  at  the  right  to 
help  you  identify  them.  Take  leaves  and 
fruit  such  as  acoms  with  you  to  help 
with  their  identification. 

■  Often,  green  frogs  and  tadpoles  can 
be  seen  in  the  shallow  water  of  the  pond 

■  Birds  live  in  the  trees  which 
provide  them  with  shelter  and  food. 
Can  you  find  any  of  these:  a  cardinal,  a 
blue  jay,  a  tufted  titmouse, 
mallard?  Do  you  notice  any  nests? 

■  Scarborough  Pond.  too.  had  to  be 
built.  A  water  pipe  connects  it  to 
Jamaica  Pond.  Do  you  see  where  the 
water  may  come  in? 

■  Do  you  see  any  puddingstone  in 
this  area? 
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Other  activities  in  Franklin  Park 
Visit  the  Greenhouses 

See  how  plants  grow  in  the  special 
environment  a  greenhouse  provides.  Group 
tours  through  the  greenhouses  can  be 
arranged  by  calling  Michael  Connor, 
Superintendent  of  Horticulture  for  the  City 
of  Boston,  at  524-3362. 

Discover  more  about  Franklin 
Park's  history — and  future 

The  Franklin  Park  Coalition,  a  group  of 
interested  citizens,  is  working  to  preserve  the 
park.  The  Coalition  sponsors  regular  walking 
tours  through  Franklin  Park,  and  has  a  slide 
show  that  tells  more  about  the  park's  history 
and  current  uses.  To  arrange  a  slide  show,  or 
learn  more  about  the  Coalition's  activities 
such  as  its  summer  work  crew,  call  Richard 
Heath,  Executive  Director,  at  522-7431. 

Learn  more  about  animals  and  their 
environments 

Do  you  want  to  find  out  more  about  animals 
and  the  special  environments  they  need?  The 
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Community  Resource  Center  has  public 
programs  for  children  in  natural  history. 
Outdoor  programs  in  natural  history  are  also 
held  at  the  Children's  Zoo.  For  more 
information,  call  the  Education  Department 
at  the  Community  Resource  Center  at  442- 
2002. 

Watch  for  these  events  in  Franklin  Park:  A 
kite  festival  is  held  every  year  in  May,  while 
in  August  the  West  Indian  Carnival  takes 
place.  During  July  and  August  concerts  are 
held  every  Sunday  in  the  Zoo. 
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